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June 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Joint Statement by France, Russia, and the United States on the Nagorno-
Karabakh Conflict
June 20, 1997

On the occasion of our meeting in Denver,
we, the Presidents of France, the Russian Fed-
eration and the United States of America, as
leaders of the countries that co-chair the OSCE
Minsk Conference on Nagorno-Karabakh, ex-
press our deep concern over the continuing
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. It has seriously un-
dermined economic and social development and
prosperity throughout the Caucasus region. It
has created thousands of victims. Over a million
people are still displaced from their homes.

We are encouraged by the continued observ-
ance of the cease-fire. However, the cease-fire
by itself is insufficient. Without progress toward
a durable settlement, the cease-fire could break
down. The international community thus has re-
peatedly called for a settlement; we believe

there should be no delay in establishing a stable
and lasting peace in the region.

To that end we have committed our countries
to work closely together to assist the efforts of
the parties to negotiate a resolution to the con-
flict. The French, Russian, and U.S. Co-Chairs
of the OSCE Minsk Conference have presented
a new proposal for a comprehensive settlement,
taking into consideration the legitimate interests
and concerns of all parties. It represents an ap-
propriate basis for achieving a mutual agree-
ment. The primary responsibility, however, rests
with the parties and their leaders. We call upon
them to take a positive approach, to build upon
this proposal and to negotiate an early settle-
ment.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States
Military Forces for Stabilization of the Balkan Peace Process
June 20, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of December

20, 1996, I provided further information on the
deployment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed
Forces to Bosnia and other states in the region
in order to participate in and support the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Sta-
bilization Force (SFOR), and on the beginning
of the withdrawal of the NATO-led Implementa-
tion Force (IFOR), which completed its mission
and transferred authority to the SFOR on De-
cember 20, 1996. I am providing this supple-
mental report, consistent with the War Powers
Resolution, to help ensure that the Congress
is kept fully informed on continued U.S. con-
tributions in support of peacekeeping efforts in
the former Yugoslavia.

We continue to work in concert with others
in the international community to encourage the
parties to fulfill their commitments under the
Dayton Peace Agreement and to build on the
gains achieved over the last 18 months. It re-
mains in the United States national interest to

help bring peace to Bosnia, both for humani-
tarian reasons and to arrest the dangers the
fighting in Bosnia represented to security and
stability in Europe generally. Through American
leadership and in conjunction with our NATO
allies and other countries, we have seen real
and continued progress toward sustainable peace
in Bosnia. We have also made it clear to the
former warring parties that it is they who are
ultimately responsible for implementing the
Peace Agreement.

The United Nations Security Council author-
ized member states to establish the follow-on
force in United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1088 of December 12, 1996. The SFOR’s
tasks are to deter or prevent a resumption of
hostilities or new threats to peace, to consolidate
IFOR’s achievements and to promote a climate
in which the civilian-led peace process can go
forward. Subject to this primary mission, SFOR
will provide selective support, within its capabili-
ties, to civilian organizations implementing the
Dayton Peace Agreement. The parties to the
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